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EP0523 683B1 

Description 

This invention relates to an absorbent articl . 

Disposable absorbent articles, such as sanitary napkins, catamenial pads, pantiliners, diapers, training pants, 

5 incontinent garments, and the like, are designed to be worn adjacent to a human body to absorb discharged body fluids. 
The body fluids can include urine, blood, menses and other excrements discharged by the body at various times, such 
as during a bowel movement or during a menstrual period. Such articles are normally multilayered in construction and 
include a liquid-permeable cover, a liquid-impermeable baffle and a hydrophtlic absorbent core positioned therebe- 
tween. The article can also include a transfer and/or distribution layer situated between the cover and the absorbent 

10 core which directs body fluid downward, away from the cover, and distributes the fluid in the x and y directions. The 
cover is designed to allow rapid transfer of body fluid down into the absorbent core, where it can be retained. The baffle 
serves to prevent fluid present in the absorbent core from leaking out of, and soiling or staining, an undergarment or 
another adjacent piece of clothing. 

Numerous prior art patents exist which teach different materials and constructions for the cover layer. The initial use 

is of nonwoven materials has evolved into the use of one or more nonwoven fibrous layers, along with a film layer contain- 
ing apertures. U.S. patents 3,945,386; 3,965,906; 3,967,623; 3,994,299; 4,014,341; 4,323,069 and 4,324,246 teach 
such combinations. Other patents, such as U.S. 3,888,254 and 4,675,013, teach the use of a cover layer which is lam- 
inated to other fibrous sheets. U.S. patent 4,762,520 teaches forming a cover from a carded fber fabric containing melt 
fibers sub-divided into parallel streaks. Other U.S. patents, such as 4,710,186; 4,755,413; 4,798,604 and 4,806,411, 

20 teach forming apertures in the cover. U.S. patent 4,333,465 teaches a cover comprised of a liquid-impermeable com- 
posite material having a liquid-permeable zone. Lastly, U.S. patents 3,676,242; 4,690,679; 4,725,473 and 4,878,974 
teach various methods of making film and fiber composite cover materials by coextrusion, laminating, and the like. 

Two patent applications filed by Kimberly Clark Corporation, which relate to nonwoven webs, include EP-A-483,816 
filed October 30, 1991, and EP-A-492,554, filed Dec. 12, 1991. 

25 Presently, some manufacturers are moving toward the use of two or more different kinds of materials for the cover 
in order to enhance the functionality of the cover layer. Published Japanese patent application 122,727 (1989) teaches 
a sanitary napkin which has a cover constructed of two different hydrophobic materials, both of which contain apertures. 
U.S. patent 4,285,342 issued to Mesek is somewhat similar except, instead of using two different kinds of materials, a 
large opening is formed in the cover layer of a diaper to enhance fluid flow into the absorbent core. U.K. patent 

30 2,124,907 issued to Uoyd teaches a fabric bonded to a water-impermeable material, with both materials located on the 
bodyside surface of the absorbent device. 

In order for an absorbent article to exhibit improved fluid management, it should utilize one or more layers located 
between the cover and the absorbent Such layer(s) should assist in keeping the cover dry by directing body fluid down- 
ward, in the z direction, away from the cover. The layer(s) can also function to move the body fluid outward, in the x and 

35 y directions, so as to facilitate rapid fluid intake by the absorbent. U.S. 4,908,026 issued to Sukiennik et ai. teaches the 
use of a flow zone control layer located beneath the cover for facilitating dispersion of body fluid along the length of the 
absorbent article, before allowing the fluid to pass into the absorbent. Other U.S. patents, which teach the use of a fluid 
transfer or a fluid distribution layer beneath the cover, include U.S. patents 4,397,644; 4,480,000; 4,519,799 and 
4,798,603. These patents teach various materials and compositions for the transfer or distribution layer, which assist in 

40 directing the body fluid downward, into the absorbent. 

EP- A-0 321 985 describes a stretchable absorbent undergarment The undergarment uses two layers for the cover. 
Between these cover layers and the absorbent material a stretchable eiastomeric layer is interposed. The elastomeric 
layer is of liquid-impermeable material and is stretch-bonded to the other layers, ft serves to form rugosities in order to 
provide increased surface dryness. 

45 The general object of this invention is to provide an absorbent article which exhibits improved fluid management. 
This object has been solved by the absorbent article of independent claim 1 . Further advantageous features, aspects, 
and details are evident from the dependent claims, the description and the drawings. The claims are intended to be 
understood as a first non-limiting approach of defining the invention in general terms. 

The absorbent article of the invention exhibits improved fluid management. More particularly, this invention pro- 

so vides to an absorbent article having a bicomponent cover and a separation means positioned therebelow. The separa- 
tion means directs the body fluid downward, in the z direction, away from the bicomponent cover and into the absorbent. 
Briefly, this invention relates to an absorbent article which exhibits improved fluid management. 
A further aspect of this invention is to provide an absorbent article having an improved level of dryness by utilizing 
a separation means which cooperates with the first material of the cover. 

55 Another aspect of this invention is to provide a sanitary napkin with separation means for directing body fluid down- 
ward, in the z direction, away from the bicomponent cover. 

A further aspect of this invention is to provide an absorbent article which is relatively inexpensive to manufacture, 
yet provides superior performance. 
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Still another aspect of this invention is to provide an absorbent article which utilizes a bicomponent cover con- 
structed of an apertured first material, consisting of an extrusion-coated nonwoven material or a thermoplastic film, 
which is bonded to a second material, such as a nonapertured, nonwoven web. 

Other aspects and advantages of th present invention will become more apparent to those skilled in the art in view 

5 of the following description and the accompanying drawings. 

The absorbent article according to a preferred embodiment includes an absorbent having distally spaced ends and 
a longitudinally extending central axis. The absorbent also has first and second oppositely aligned surfaces. A bicom- 
ponent cover encloses the first surface of the absorbent and includes first and second materials. The first material has 
openings formed therein and is aligned along the longitudinal central axis of the absorbent. The second material is a 

10 nonperforated, nonwoven web which is aligned and/or secured to the first material and provides a soft material adjacent 
to the user's thighs. The absorbent article also includes separation means for controlling dispersion of body fluid down- 
ward, in the z direction, away from the bicomponent cover. The separation means is positioned between the first mate- 
rial and the absorbent. The absorbent article further includes a liquid-impermeable baffle, positioned below the second 
surface of the absorbent, which functions to prevent fluid from leaking out of the absorbent and soiling an adjacent 

is undergarment. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an absorbent article exhibiting improved fluid management by utilizing a bicomponent 
cover in combination with separation means. 

Fig. 2 is a top view of another embodiment showing an absorbent article having a bicomponent cove- wherein an 
apertured first material is completely surrounded by a second material. 
20 Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the absorbent article shown in Fig. 2 taken along line 3-3. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the separation means shown in Fig. 1 depicting upper and lower portions formed from 
two different materials. 

Fig. 5 is a top view of another embodiment showing an absorbent article having a bicomponent cover with the first 
material extending the entire length of the absorbent article. 
25 Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the absorbent article shown in Fig. 5 taken along line 6-6 wherein the separation 
means is a single layer. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of an absorbent article exhibiting improved fluid management by utilizing a bicomponent 
cover having a first material secured to the separation means. 

Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of still another embodiment wherein the bicomponent cover contains a first material 
30 and a second material, each of which is directly bonded to the separation means. 

Referring to Fig. 1, an absorbent article 10, in the form of a sanitary napkin, is shown having a multi-layered con- 
struction. Although the absorbent article 10 is depicted as a sanitary napkin, it could be a diaper, a catamenial pad, a 
pantifiner, training pants, an incontinent garment, or the like. The absorbent article 10 is a narrow, elongated member 
with distally spaced ends. The particular shape of the absorbent article 10 can vary with the most common profiles 
35 being a narrow rectangular shape, an hourglass shape, an oval shape or a racetrack shape. For purposes of discus- 
sion, the length of the absorbent article 10 will be described as extending along the x axis, the width extending along 
the y axis, and the depth extending along the z axis. 

The absorbent article 10 includes an absorbent 12 having first and second oppositely aligned surfaces 14 and 16, 
respectively, and a longitudinally extending central axis x-x. The absorbent 12 can be made from natural or synthetic 
40 fibers, including cellulose fibers, surfactant-treated meltblown fibers, wood pulp fibers, regenerated cellulose or cotton 
fibers, or cofbrm, which is a blend of pulp and synthetic meltblown fibers. The preferred absorbent material can vary. 
The preferred absorbent materials, when incorporated into a sanitary napkin, are wood pulp fluff and cofbrm. 

The absorbent 12 can contain a hydrocolloidal material, commonly referred to as a superabsorbent. Superabsorb- 
ertt is normally added to increase the amount of fluid which the absorbent can contain and also to increase fluid reten- 
45 tion capability. The absorbent 12 can also be formed as a laminate structure having a superabsorbent material 
incorporated therein. 

Positioned adjacent to. and in intimate contact with, the first surface 14 of the absorbent 12 is a separation means 
1 8. The separation means 1 8 functions to direct body fluid downward, in the z direction, into the absorbent 1 2. The sep- 
aration means 18 can consist of one or more layers. When one layer is present the separation means 18 can direct the 

so body fluid downward, in the z direction, as well as in the x and/or y direction, if desired. In Fig. 1 , the separation means 
18 is shown as having two vertically aligned portions or layers 20 and 22 positioned along the longitudinally extending 
central axis x-x of the absorbent 12. The upper portion 20 is in intimate contact with a portion of a bicomponent cover 
24 and can be a material like spunbond, foam or a bonded carded web. The upper portion 20 primarily directs the body 
fluid downward, in the z direction, into the lower portion 22. The lower portion 22 can be a material like hydroentangled 

55 fluff pulp, cofbrm, tissue, fluff pulp or meltblown. The lower portion 22 primarily directs the body fluid outward, in both 
the x and y directions. The body fluid is thereby dispersed across a larger surface area of the absorbent 12, and this 
can reduce the amount of time needed for the absorbent 12 to take up or receive the fluid. This dual function enhances 
the ability of the absorbent article 10 to move the body fluid quickly down into the absorbent 12. 
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The separation means 18 can be an elongated strip having a thickness of less than about 3 millimeters and pref- 
erably between about 0.1 - 1 .5 millimeters. The separation means 18 can be of varying lengths and widths. The length 
can be greater than, equal to, or less than, the length of the absorbent 12. Generally, tor sanitary napkins, the length 
should be at least 50% of the length of the absorbent 12. For diapers, training pants and incontinent garments, the 

5 length should be greater than about 76.3 mm (3 inches). 

The width of the separation means 1 8 can also vary. For sanitary napkins, the width can range from between about 
6 mm - 76.3 mm (.25 - 3.0 inches), preferably about 19 mm - 64 mm (.75 - 2.5 inches), and most preferably about 25.4 
mm - 50.8 mm (1.0 - 2.0 inches ). Generally, for feminine products, a width of about 25 - 95%. and preferably about 25 
- 60%, of the width of the article is acceptable. For diapers, training pants and incontinent garments, a width of less than 

10 about 127 mm (5.0 inches) is sufficient 

A bicomponent cover 24 is positioned over the separation means 18 and at least partially encloses the absorbent 
12. In Fig. 1, the bicomponent cover 24 is overlapped upon itself at the surface which faces the undergarment. The 
bicomponent cover 24 includes a first material 26 and a second material 30. The first material 26 can be an extrusion- 
coated nonwoven (ECNW), an apertured thermoplastic film, an extruded netting, a laminated film composite or a film 

15 like material that is apertured, apertured foam material or apertured meltblown material. An extrusion-coated nonwoven 
can be formed, for example, by extruding a molten polymer film, such as polypropylene or polyethylene or a blend 
thereof, onto a base sheet or substrate. The substrate can also be polypropylene, polyethylene or a blend thereof. 
When the first material 26 is a thermoplastic film, it can be a polyolefin, such as polyethylene. The thermoplastic film 
can be perforated or apertured by being subjected to a needling or slitting operation. The film can also be a laminate 

20 composite or a nonwoven composite which has been perforated after it has been formed into a laminate. 
The following companies commercially sell various kinds of films or film making processes: 

Smith & Nephew Plastic, Ltd. 
Gilberdyke, Brough 
25 North Humderside HU15 2TD 
United Kingdom 

Applied Extrusion Technologies, Inc. 
P.O. Box 582 
Middleton, DE 19709 
30 Fameccanica 

Fraz Sambuceto 

I-66020 San Giovanni Teatino 

Italy 

LCL Manufacturing PTE, LTD. 
35 16PandanRd. 
Singapore 2260 

The first material 26 can also be a net, an embossed net. an extruded netting or a net formed from strands of fila- 
ments or threads. Examples of covers constructed of netting are taught in US. patents: 2,295,439; 2,564,689; 

40 2,900,980 and 4,741 ,941 . The open spaces between the filaments or threads of the netting serve the same function as 
the apertures or perforations formed through a thermoplastic film. The first material 26 can also be a foam material hav- 
ing a plurality of apertures formed therethrough. 

The first material 26 has a plurality of apertures 28 formed therethrough. The apertures 28 can be uniformly or ran- 
domly arranged and can be sized to meet one's particular needs. When positioned on the absorbent article 10, the first 

45 material 26 preferably is aligned along the longitudinal central axis x~x of the absorbent 12. However, it should be noted 
that for diapers, training pants, and the like, it may be advantageous to align the first material 26 along the transverse 
central axis y-y of the absorbent. 

The first material 26 can be an elongated strip having a thickness of less than about 2 millimeters and preferably 
between about 0.05 - 2.0 millimeters. The first material 26 can vary in length and width. A length equal to, or less than, 

so the length of the absorbent article 10 is preferred. Generally, for sanitary napkins, the length can vary between about 
25.4 mm - 381 mm (1 - 1 5 inches) and preferably is greater than about 50.8 mm (2.0 inches). For diapers, training pants, 
and incontinent garments, the length can vary between 25.4 mm - 762 mm (1 - 30 inches) and preferably is greater than 
about 50.8 mm (2.0 inches). 

The width of the first material 26 can also vary. For sanitary napkins, the width can range between about 6.4 mm - 
55 76.2 mm (.25 - 3.0 inches), preferably about 19 mm - 63.5 mm (.75 - 2.5 inches), and most preferably about 25.4 mm - 
50.8 mm (1 .0 - 2.0 inches ). Generally, for feminine products, a width of about 25 - 95%, and preferably about 25 - 60%, 
of the width of the article is acceptable. For diapers, training pants and incontinent garments, a width of about 5 - 95%, 
and preferably less than about 1 27 mm (5.0 inches), is acceptable. It should be noted that the first material 26 can have 
a length greater than, equal to, or less than, the length of the separation means 18 and can have a width which is 
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greater than, equal to, or less than, the width of the separation means 18. However, by sizing both elements with 
approximately the same length and width dimensions, one may be able to simplify the manufacturing process. 

The first material 26 is positioned above the upper surfac of the separation means 1 8 and can be directly bonded 
thereto to facilitate a more efficient fluid transfer therebetween. The first material 26 constitutes the primary f iuid-receiv- 

5 ing region of the bicomponent cover 24 and is designed to be positioned directly beneath the principal point of dis- 
charge from the human body. The discharge orifice can be the urethra, the vaginal orifice, or the anus, and the bodily 
discharge can include urine, blood, menses and other excrements discharged at various times, such as during a bowel 
movement or during a menstrual period. 

The first material 26 can have a three<Jimensional (3-D) prof fle to give it extra bulk and enhance its functionality. 

w One way to obtain a 3-D profile is to emboss the material between the nip of a pair of rollers. 

The second material 30 of the bicomponent cover 24 is a liquid-permeable, nonwoven web which is nonapertured. 
The second material 30 can be perforated or apertured, if desired, but is not necessary. The second material 30 pro- 
vides softness against the skin of the wearer of the absorbent article 10 and can be formed from a fibrous material 
made from fusfole polymeric fibers or filaments. Polypropylene spunbond material, bonded carded webs, thermally 

is bonded carded webs, spunbond webs of bicomponent fibers and bonded carded webs of bicomponent f toers work well. 
The second material 30 can be also be formed from any of the following polymers or combination thereof: polyamides, 
polyesters, polyolefins. polyvinyl acetate, polyvinyl chloride, polyvinyl alcohol, cellulose acetate, viscose, and the like. 

When the second material 30 is a soft nonwoven web, it should be formed from a uniform web having a tex of about 
0.167 or greater (denier of about 1.5 or greater). Such a nonwoven material is linear drawn spunbond. which is 

20 described in U.S. 4,340,563 issued to Appel et al. Various kinds of nonwoven webs are manufactured by Kimberly-Clark 
Corporation. 401 N. Lake street, Neenah, Wisconsin 54956. 

Referring again to Fig. 1, the second material 30 is secured or bonded to the longitudinal side edges of the first 
material 26 to form seals 32 and 34. The process of bonding the first and second materials 26 and 30, respectively, 
together can include a mechanical attachment, an adhesive, a thermal bond, pressure bonding or a combination of both 

25 heat and pressure. The bond can also be formed by ultrasonics. Ultrasonics involves technology which utilizes ultra- 
sonic sound to form a bond between two materials. Other means of attaching the two materials together can also be 
used. 

It should be noted that the first material 26 can be directly bonded to the second material 30 before the apertures 
28 are formed therethrough, or vice versa. Likewise, the bicomponent cover 24 can be constructed off-line and then 

30 assembled into the absorbent article 1 0. or it can be constructed on-line. 

The second material 30 is secured to the first material 26 and forms a secondary fluid-receiving region of the 
bicomponent cover 24. The second material 30 is spaced away from the principal point of discharge of body fluid which 
the absorbent article 1 0 is designed to receive. It should be noted that, even though the nonwoven web 30 is designated 
as the secondary fluid-receiving region of the cover 12, it still has the ability to allow fluid to pass through it and down 

35 into the absorbent 12. The rate at which the fluid can pass, commonly referred to as the "fluid pass through rate," is not 
as rapid as through the perforated first material 26. Accordingly, a vast majority of the body fluid, under normal condi- 
tions, will pass down into the absorbent 12, through the first material 26. 

The bicomponent cover 24 cooperates with the separation means 18 to provide rapid intake of the body fluid into 
the absorbent 12. This significantly enhances fluid absorbency and distribution. The direct contact between the bicom- 

40 ponent cover 24 and the separation means 1 8 also provides a synergistic effect which enhances dryness and, thereby, 
provides a dry surface next to the user's skin. The bicomponent cover 24 can be constructed with a first material 26 hav- 
ing openings formed therein to promote rapid fluid intake and a second material 30 which is soft to the touch and which 
has the ability to mask stains. The separation means 18 should assist in masking stains and control the area which 
does exhibit fluid stains. From the consumer's perspective, the bicomponent cover 24 should be white or opaque to indi- 

45 cate cleanliness, while the separation means 18 can be colored. Peach and blue are two colors which are well received. 
The color of the separation means 1 8 will assist in masking stains, especially blood stains, which may form as the body 
fluid dries on the absorbent 12. 

As shown in Fig. 1 , the longitudinal free edges 36 and 38 of the bicomponent cover 24 are secured together by a 
construction adhesive 40 on the garment-facing side of the absorbent article 10. The bicomponent cover 24 is also 

so sealed at its distally spaced ends 42 (one of which is shown) to form a complete enclosure around the absorbent 12. 
The end seals 42 can be formed with ultrasonics, by using heat and/or pressure, or by an adhesive. It should be noted 
that the first material 26 forms a smaller portion of the exposed surface area of the bicomponent cover 24 than the sec- 
ond material 30. Stated another way, the second material 30 occupies a larger portion of the exposed surface area of 
the bicomponent cover 24 than the first material 26. This size difference can reduce the overall cost of manufacturing 

55 the absorbent article 10, since the first material 26 is typically more expensive than the second material 30. 

Referring again to Fig. 1 , the absorbent artid 10 further includes a liquid-impermeable baffle 44 positioned adja- 
cent to and below the second surface 1 6 of the absorbent 1 2. The baffle 44 is enclosed by the bicomponent cover 24 
and functions to prevent body fluid, absorbed by the absorbent 1 2 r from leaking out and soiling or staining an adjacent 
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undergarment. The liquid-impermeable bafl le 44 can be made from a micro-embossed polymeric film, such as polyeth- 
ylene or polypropylene, or it can be made from bicomponent films. A preferred material is polyethylene. 

A garment attachment adhesive 46 is secured to an external surface of th bicomponent cover 24 approximate the 
longitudinal seal line 40. The garment attachment adhesive 46 is designed to secure and hold the absorbent article 10 

5 to an interior surface of an adjacent undergarment The garment attachment adhesive 46 is covered by a removable 
peel strip 48. The peel strip 48 is typically formed of paper and is positioned over the garment attachment adhesive 46 
to protect it from becoming contaminated by foreign debris prior to use. The peel strip 48 is designed to be removed by 
the user when she is ready to attach the sanitary napkin to the interior surface of her underwear. 

It should be noted that diapers, training pants and incontinent garments usually employ strips of elastic tape to hold 

io the article around the torso. Because of this, the garment attachment adhesive 46 and peel strip 48 may not be needed. 
Furthermore, absorbent articles such as diapers are designed to function by themselves, and therefore they are not 
worn inside an undergarment as is the case for sanitary napkins. 

Fig. 1 also shows several longitudinal grooves or channels 50 formed in the upper surface of the absorbent 12. The 
grooves or channels 50 can be formed by densifying certain areas, such as by embossing. The grooves or channels 50 

is serve a number of functions, the primary one being to provide flexible longitudinal lines on which the absorbent 12 can 
bend. The flexible lines or fold lines act to guide the deformation of the absorbent 12 during use and enable the absorb- 
ent 1 2 to acquire a typical "W" fold. The grooves or channels 50 also function to move the body fluid along the x-x axis 
and, thereby, minimize side leakage. Furthermore, the densified areas of the absorbent 12 located below the grooves 
or channels 50 tend to attract the body fluid and channel it lengthwise. The grooves or channels 50 are also beneficial 

20 when a large amount of fluid has been discharged onto the absorbent article 1 0 in a short period of time. Sometimes, 
the amount of body fluid which impinges on the absorbent 12 is greater than the absorbent is capable of absorbing. In 
these instances, the grooves 50 can act as temporary reservoirs which hold the fluid until it can be absorbed. This pro- 
vides a backup to the distribution portion of the separation means 18, which can also temporarily retain body fluid. 
When the body fluid is in the grooves 50, it is spaced away from the bicomponent cover 24 by the separation means 1 8, 

25 and this allows the bicomponent cover 24 to remain dry. Both the bicomponent cover 24 and the separation means 18 
are designed to minimize fluid transfer in the upward or reverse direction. This feature, commonly referred to as "a low 
rewet value," is important to providing a dry feel to the cover 24. 

The following rewet data was generated using 8 cubic centimeters of distilled water at 6.9 kPa (1 psi) pressure to 
show the effect of maintaining a dry cover. The data in Table 1 lists rewet values for the first material of the bicomponent 

30 cover when used in conjunction with a separation layer. The data in Table 2 lists rewet values for the first material of the 
bicomponent cover when used without a separation layer. The data in Table 3 lists rewet values for the second material 
of the bicomponent cover when used without the separation layer. A low number represents low rewet properties and, 
therefore, indicates that the cover will remain dry. A dry cover is very desirable. 

A unique feature of this invention is the synergistic effect obtained when the first material 26 of the bicomponent 

35 cover 24 is placed adjacent to the separation means 1 8. When the separation means 1 8 is positioned below the bicom- 
ponent cover 24, the level of dryness is very good, as indicated by the rewet values in Table 1 . By comparison, the rewet 
values in Table 2, which represent the cover material without the separation means 18 positioned below it, are consid- 
erably higher. Furthermore, one will notice that, when the first material of the bicomponent cover is an apertured ther- 
moplastic film, see items 2 and 3 in Tables 1 and 2, a significant improvement is obtained by using the separation 

40 means 18. The extrusion-coated nonwoven material, the first material listed in Tables 1 and 2, does not experience 
such a noticeable reduction in rewet values when the separation means 18 is present. One can speculate that the rea- 
son for this may be that the extrusion-coated nonwoven material always delivers a relatively high degree of dryness. 

Referring to Table 3, the rewet values for the second material of the bicomponent cover without the separation layer 
are shown. For each material tested, a high rewet value was obtained, which indicates the material did not exhibit good 

45 dryness. The values obtained for the first material in combination with the separation layer were much lower than any 
of the values obtained for the second materials without separation means. This indicates that the combination of a first 
material and a separation layer significantly improves the ability to deliver dryness when compared against a second 
material without a separation layer. This is important in the performance of a sanitary product, because the primary 
area insulted by body fluid is the first material. As a result, improved dryness can be delivered through the combination 

so of the f irst material when used in conjunction with the separation means. 

A comparison between the values of the material in Table 1 against the values of the material in Table 3 indicates 
the following: a) in Table 1 , materials 1 and 3 are the wettest and in Table 3, material 3 is the driest; and b) a comparison 
of these values reveals that the rewet value for material 1 or 3 in Table 1 is approximately 80% lower than the rewet 
value for material 3 in Table 3. Preferably, the first material used in conjunction with a separation means should have a 

55 rewet value that is at least 10% lower then the rewet value of the second material without the separation means. 
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TABLE 1 



FIRST MATERIAL WITH SEPARATION MEANS 


REWET(gm) 


Material 1 


Extrusion-Coated Nonwoven (ECNW) 0.018 mm (0.75 mil) polypropylene (PP) 
fflm/22.7 g/.8361 m 2 (0.8 ounces per square yard) (osy) PP spunbond 42.5g/0.8361 
m 2 (1 .5 osy) PP spunbond-separation means 


0.08 


Material 2 


Two dimensional netting 42.5g/0.8361 m 2 (1.5 osy) PP spunbond-separation means 


0.07 


Material 3 


Three dimensional apertured film 42.5 g/0.8361 m 2 (1.5 osy) PP spunbond-separa- 
tion means 


0.08 



TABLE 2 



FIRST MATERIAL WITHOUT SEPARATION MEANS 


REWET (gm) 


Material 1 

Material 2 
Material 3 


Extrusion-Coated Nonwoven (ECNW) 0.018 mm (0.75 
mil) PP f ilm/22.7 g/0.8361 m 2 (0.8 osy) PP spunbond 

Two dimensional netting 24 gsm, 0.07 mm bulk 

Three dimensional apertured film 35 gsrn, 0.65 mm bulk 


0.04 

2.11 
0.60 



TABLE 3 



30 


SECOND MATERIAL WITHOUT SEPARATION MEANS 


REWET (gm) 




Material 1 


SPUNBOND 1 1 .3 g/.8361 m 2 (0.4 osy) polypropylene spunbond .056 tex (5 denier) 


1.92 




Material 2 


SPUNBOND 17 g/0.8361 m 2 (0.6 osy) 97% polypropylene/3% polyethylene spun- 
bond 0.56 tex (5 denier) 


1.52 


35 


Material 3 


BONDED CARDED WEB 48 grams per square meter polypropylene, 75% hydro- 
phobic, 25% hydrophilic, thermally bonded 


0.40 




Material 4 


THERMAL BONDED CARDED WEB 22 grams per square meter polypropylene, 
thermally bonded 


1.63 



40 



Referring again to Fig. 1 , the absorbent article 10 has an optional tissue layer 52 wrapped about the absorbent 1 2. 
The tissue 52 is beneficial when superabsorbent particles are integrated into the absorbent 1 2. The tissue layer 52 pro- 

45 vides a protective barrier to prevent the superabsorbent particles from migrating out of the absorbent 12 during trans- 
port and handling of the absorbent article 1 0. During shipment, it is common for the absorbent article 1 0 to be subjected 
to shakes and bumps, and this action can cause the superabsorbent particles to separate from the absorbent 12. 

Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, an absorbent article 54, in the form of a feminine napkin, is shown having distally spaced 
ends 56 and 57 and a longitudinally extending central axis x~x. The absorbent article 54 includes an absorbent 58 

so sandwiched between a liquid-permeable, bicomponent cover 60 and a liquid-impermeable baffle 62. The bicomponent 
cover 60 contains a first material 64 and a second material 68. The first material 64 can be either an extrusion-coated 
nonwoven material or a thermoplastic film. The first material 64 has a plurality of apertures 66 formed therethrough. The 
second material 68 can be a nonperfbrated, nonwoven web which completely surrounds the first material 64. The sec- 
ond material 68 is secured at 70. such as by bonding, to at least a substantial portion of the outer periphery of the first 

55 material 64. The bond can be formed by adhesive or ultrasonics. The bond 70 can be continuous or discontinuous 
about the outer periphery of the first material 64. 

In Fig. 2, the first material 64 is shaped as a narrow rectangle having a length about 50 - 90% of the length of the 
absorbent article 54. By surrounding the first material 64 with the second material 68, a window configuration is formed 
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on the body- facing surface of the bicomponent cover 60. In use, the first material 64 would be situated in alignment with 
the fluid discharge orifice and function as the primary fluid-receiving region of the bicomponent cover 60. 

The absorbent article 54 also contains separation means 72 positioned between the bicomponent cover 60 and the 
upper surface of the absorbent 58. Preferably, the separation means 72 is aligned along the longitudinal central axis x- 

5 -x of the absorbent article 54. The separation means 72 is shown constructed out of at least two different kinds of mate- 
rials, although a single layer can also be used. The separation means 18 or 72 has an upper portion 74 and a lower 
portion 76. The upper portion 74 can be formed from a material like spunbond or a bonded carded web and serves to 
direct the body fluid primarily downward, in the z direction, away from the bicomponent cover 60 and into the lower por- 
tion 76. The lower portion 76 can be formed from a material like hydroentangled fluff pulp, cofbrm or meltblown and 

io serves to distribute the body fluid primarily in the x and y directions. By dispersing the body fluid over a greater surface 
area, it can more quickly be absorbed by the absorbent 58. Furthermore, the ability to rapidly transfer body fluid down- 
ward into the absorbent 58, where it can be retained, does assist in maintaining a dry cover adjacent to the user's body. 
These features are desirable from the consumer's viewpoint 

Referring to Figs. 5 and 6, another embodiment of an absorbent article 78 is shown in the form of a sanitary napkin. 

15 The absorbent article 78 has distally spaced ends 80 and 82 and a longitudinally extending central axis x-x. The 
absorbent article 78 includes an absorbent 84 sandwiched between a liquid-permeable, bicomponent cover 86 and a 
liquid-impermeable baffle 88. The bicomponent cover 86 is preferably secured or bonded to the baffle 88 to completely 
enclose the absorbent 84. The bicomponent cover 86 contains a first material 90 and a second material 92. The first 
material 90 can be an extrusion-coated nonwoven material, a perforated thermoplastic film or a netting. The first mate- 

20 rial 90 is a narrow rectangle having a length approximately equal to the length of the absorbent article 78 and has a 
plurality of apertures 94 formed therethrough. In use. the first material 90 would be situated in alignment with the fluid 
discharge orifice and functions as the primary fluid-receiving region of the bicomponent cover 86. 

The second material 92 is a nonperforated, nonwoven web which is secured to the first material 90. The second 
material 92 is bonded, such as by an adhesive 96. to at least a portion of the outer periphery of the first material 90. 

25 The adhesive bond 96 can be continuous or discontinuous along the longitudinal sides of the first material 90. In use. 
the second material 92 would be spaced away from the fluid discharge orifice and functions as the secondary fluid- 
receiving region of the bicomponent cover 86. 

The absorbent article 78 also contains separation means 98 positioned between the bicomponent cover 86 and the 
upper surface of the absorbent 78 and aligned along the longitudinal central axis x-x. The separation means 98 is a 

30 single layer constructed of a material, like spunbond or a bonded carded web, and serves to direct the body fluid down- 
ward, in the z direction, away from the bicomponent cover 86. This ability to rapidly transfer body fluid downward into 
the absorbent 84, where it can be retained, does assist in maintaining a dry cover adjacent to the user's body. These 
features are desirable from the consumer's viewpoint. 

Referring to Fig. 7, another embodiment of an absorbent article 100 is shown in the form of a sanitary napkin. The 

35 absorbent article 100 has distally spaced ends 102 and 104 and a longitudinally extending central axis x-x. The 
absorbent article 100 includes an absorbent 106 having one or more longitudinal grooves 108 formed therein. The 
grooves 108 serve the same function as the grooves 50 shown in Fig. 1. The absorbent 106 is sandwiched between a 
liquid-permeable, bicomponent cover 110 and a liquid-impermeable baffle 112. The bicomponent cover 1 10 is prefera- 
bly secured or bonded to the baffle 1 1 2 to completely enclose the absorbent 1 06. The bicomponent cover 1 1 0 contains 

40 a first material 1 1 4 and a second material 1 1 6. The first material 1 1 4 can be either an extrusion-coated nonwoven mate- 
rial or a thermoplastic film. The first material 1 1 4 is a narrow rectangle having a length approximately equal to the length 
of the absorbent article 100 and has a plurality of apertures 118 formed therethrough. In use, the first material 114 
would be situated in alignment with the fluid discharge orifice and functions as the primary fluid-receiving region of the 
bicomponent cover 110. 

45 The second material 1 16 is a nonperforated, nonwoven web which can partially overlap the longitudinal side edges 
of the first material 1 14. The second material 1 16 is not bonded to the first material 1 14 in this embodiment. In use, the 
second material 1 1 6 would be spaced away from the fluid discharge orifice and functions as the secondary fluid-receiv- 
ing region of the bicomponent cover 1 10. 

The absorbent article 100 also contains separation means 120 positioned between the bicomponent cover 110 and 

so the upper surface of the absorbent 106. The separation means 120 is aligned along the longitudinal central axis x-x. 
The separation means 120 is a single layer constructed of a material, like spunbond or a bonded carded web, and 
serves to direct the body fluid downward, in the z direction, away from the bicomponent cover 1 1 0. This ability to rapidly 
transfer body fluid downward into the absorbent 106, where it can be retained, does assist in maintaining a dry cover 
adjacent to the user's body. The separation means 1 20 is bonded directly to the first material 1 1 4 by construction adhe- 

55 sive 122. while the second material 116 is bonded by construction adhesive 124 and 126 to the top surface of the 
absorbent 1 06. By securing the separation means 1 20 directly to the first material 1 1 4, better fluid transfer between the 
two materials can be obtained. Likewise, securing the second material 116 directly to the absorbent 106 can improve 
the dryness of the entire cover and will assist in preventing rewet. 
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The absorbent artici 100 also contains a layer of tissue 128 and a layer of construction adhesive 130 positioned 
between the absorbent 106 and the liquid-impermeable baffle 112. The adhesive 130 ensures that the baffle 112 will 
remain in intimate contact with the absorbent 1 06. Attached t the exterior surface of the baffle 1 1 2 is a strip of garment 
adhesive 132 which is covered by a releasable peel strip 134. Before us , the peel strip 134 is removed, and the 

5 absorbent article is positioned against the inner crotch portion of an undergarment. The garment adhesive 1 32 will hold 
the absorbent article 100 securely to the undergarment. 

Referring to Fig. 8, a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of an absorbent article 136 is shown. The 
absorbent article 136 includes an absorbent 138 positioned between a liquid-permeable, bicomponent cover 140 and 
a liquid-impermeable baffle 142. Separation means 144 is positioned between the top surface of the absorbent 138 and 

10 the bicomponent cover 1 40. The separation means 1 44 functions to direct body fluid downward, in the z direction, away 
from the bicomponent cover 140 so as to keep it dry. The bicomponent cover 140 includes an apertured first material 
1 46 and a nonapertured second material 1 48. both of which are directly bonded to the separation means 1 44 by a con- 
struction adhesive 150. The construction adhesive can be applied in a swirl pattern, in straight lines or as an intermittent 
thin coating over a portion of the top surface of the separation means 144. In this embodiment, the first material 146 is 

75 not overlapped or bonded to the second material 148, but instead the first and second materials 146 and 148, respec- 
tively, are aligned in an abutting relationship along their longitudinal edges. 

Claims 

20 1. An absorbent article (10, 54, 78, 100, 136) comprising an absorbent (12, 58, 84, 106, 138), a bicomponent cover 
(24, 60, 86. 1 10, 140) at least partially enclosing said absorbent and a separation means (18. 72, 98, 120. 144) for 
controlling dispersion of body fluid away from said bicomponent cover, 
characterized in that 

said bicomponent cover (24) includes a first material (26) having openings (28) formed therethrough and a nonap- 
25 ertured second material (30) secured (32, 34) to at least a portion of the outer periphery of said first material (26) 
and said separation means (18) is provided for controlling dispersion of body fluid downward, in the z direction, 
away from said bicomponent cover (24) said separation means being in direct contact with the said first material 
(26) and positioned between said first material (26) and said absorbent. 

30 2. The absorbent article according to claim 1 , wherein the first material (26) is aligned along the longitudinal central 
axis of said absorbent (12). 

3. The absorbent article according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the absorbent (12) has a first surface (14) and a longitudi- 
nally extending central axis; the bicomponent cover (24) encloses at least said first surface (14) of said absorbent, 
35 said second material (30) being secured to said first materia) (26); and separation means (1 8) are provided for con- 
trolling dispersion of body fluid downward, in the z direction, away from said bicomponent cover (24), said separa- 
tion means being positioned between said first material (26) and said first surface (14) of said absorbent (12) and 
being aligned along said longitudinally extending central axis of said absorbent 

40 4. The absorbent article of claim 1 or 2, wherein said bicomponent cover (86) at least partially encloses said absorb- 
ent (84), said bicomponent cover including an apertured first material (90) aligned along the longitudinal central 
axis of said absorbent and a nonapertured second material (92); and said separation means (98) are provided for 
controlling dispersion of body fluid downward, in the z direction, away from said bicomponent cover, said separation 
means being positioned between said first material and said absorbent and secured to said first material. 

45 

5. The absorbent article of claim 1 or 2, wherein said bicomponent cover (140) at least partially encloses said absorb- 
ent (138), said bicomponent cover including an apertured first material (146) aligned along the longitudinal central 
axis of said absorbent and a nonapertured second material (148); said separation means (144) are provided for 
controlling dispersion of body fluid downward, in the z direction, away from said bicomponent cover, said separation 

so means being positioned between said bicomponent cover and said absorbent and secured to both said first (146) 
and second (148) material. 

6. The absorbent article of claim 1 or 2, wherein said bicomponent cover (24) includes a net material (26) having 
openings (28) located between intersecting strands and which is aligned along the longitudinal central axis of said 

55 absorbent (12) and a nonapertured second material (30) secured to at least a portion of the outer periphery of said 
first material; and said separation means (20) are provided for controlling dispersion of body fluid downward, in the 
z direction, away from said bicomponent cover. 
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7. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims further including a liquid-impermeable baffle (44, 62, 88, 
112,142). 

8. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims 1 to 7, wherein said absorbent (12) has a first surfac (14) 
facing towards said separation means (18) and a second surface (16) aligned opposite to said first surface (14), 
and positioned below said second surface (16) is a liquid-impermeable baffle (44) which cooperates with said cover 
(24) to enclose said absorbent. 

9. The absorbent article of claim 7 or 8 wherein 

a. said absorbent (100) has distally spaced ends (102, 104) and a longitudinally extending central axis, said 
absorbent having first and second oppositely aligned surfaces, with said first surface having at least one longi- 
tudinal channel formed therein; 

b) said bicomponent cover (110) encloses at least said first surface of said absorbent (106), said bicomponent 
cover including a first material (114) having a plurality of apertures (118) formed therethrough and sized to 
extend at least between said distally spaced ends (102, 104) of sad absorbent, and a nonperforated second 
material (1 16) secured to said first material (114); 

c) said separation means (120) are provided for controlling dispersion of body fluid downward, in the z direc- 
tion, away from said bicomponent cover to enable said fluid to be quickly absorbed by said absorbent, said sep- 
aration means being positioned between said first material (1 14) and said first surface of said absorbent and 
being aligned along said longitudinally extending central axis of said absorbent; and 

d) said liquid-impermeable baffle (1 12) is positioned adjacent to said second surface of said absorbent. 

10. The absorbent article of claim 7 or 8, wherein; 

a) said absorbent (1 2) has distally spaced ends and a longitudinally extending central axis, said absorbent hav- 
ing first and second oppositely aligned surfaces; 

b) said bicomponent cover (24) encloses at least said first surface of said absorbent said bicomponent cover 
including a film (26) containing a plurality of apertures (28) formed therethrough, said film being aligned about 
said longitudinally extending central axis and extending at least between said distally spaced ends (42) of said 
absorbent, and a nonperforated, nonwoven web (30) secured to and cooperating with said film (26); 

c) said separation means (1 8) are provided for controlling dispersion of body fluid to said absorbent (1 2), said 
separation means (18) having two distinct portions, an upper portion (20) which functions to direct body fluid 
downward, in the z direction, away from said bicomponent cover and a lower portion (22) which functions to 
direct body fluid outward, in the x and y directions, to enable said body fluid to contact a larger area of said 
absorbent and be quickly absorbed, said separation means being positioned between said first material (26) 
and said first surface of said absorbent; and 

d) said liquid-impermeable baffle (44) is positioned adjacent to said second surface of said absorbent (12). 

1 1 . The absorbent article of claim 7 or 8 wherein; 

a) said absorbent (12) has first and second oppositely aligned surfaces and a longitudinally extending central 
axis; 

b) said bicomponent cover (24) encloses at least said first surface of said absorbent said bicomponent cover 
including an extrusion-coated nonwoven (26) containing a plurality of apertures (28) formed therethrough, said 
extrusion-coated nonwoven (26) being aligned about said longitudinally extending central axis and extending 
at least between said distally spaced ends of said absorbent, and a nonperforated, nonwoven web (30) 
secured to and cooperating with said extrusion-coated nonwoven (26); 

c) said separation means (18) are provided for controlling dispersion of body fluid to said absorbent, said sep- 
aration means having two distinct portions, an upper portion (20) which functions to direct body fluid down- 
ward, in the z direction, and a lower portion (22) which functions to direct body fluid outward, in the x and y 
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directions, to enable said body fluid to contact a larger area of said absorbent and be quickly absorbed, said 
separation means being positioned adjacent to said first surface of said absorbent and aligned along said I n- 
gitudinalty extending central axis; and 

5 d) said liquid-impermeable baffle (44) is positioned adjacent, to said second surface of said absorbent. 

1 2. Th e absorbent article of claim 7 or 8 wherein a liquid-permeable, bicomponent cover (60) cooperates with said baf- 
fle (62) to enclose said absorbent (58), said bicomponent cover including a thermoplastic film (69) containing a plu- 
rality of apertures (66) formed therethrough, said film being aligned along the longitudinal central axis of said 

io absorbent and constituting a primary fluid-receiving region of said bicomponent cover, and a nonperfo rated, non- 
woven web (68) secured to at least a portion of the outer periphery of said film, said nonwoven web constituting a 
secondary fluid-receiving region of said bicomponent cover (64); and said separation means (72) are provided for 
controlling dispersion of body fluid downward, in the z direction, away from said bicomponent cover and outward, 
in the x and y directions, to enable said body fluid to contact a larger area of said absorbent. 

15 

1 3. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said first material is a strip of apertured thermo- 
plastic film having a thickness of less than about 2 millimeters and a width of greater than about 1 2 millimeters, said 
second material being a nonwoven web. 

20 14. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said separation means is in intimate contact with 
both said first material and said absorbent. 

15. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said separation means is bonded to said first 
material to provide good fluid transfer therebetween. 

25 

16. The absorbent article of claim 14 wherein said separation means is bonded to said first material by heat and pres- 
sure or by an adhesive. 

17. The absorbent article of claim 14 wherein said separation means is ultrasonically bonded to said first material. 

30 

1 8. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said separation means is approximately the same 
width and shape as said first material. 

19. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said first material is an aperture thermoplastic 
35 film and said second material is a nonwoven web, the nonwoven web being bonded to at least a portion of the outer 

periphery of said thermoplastic film. 

20. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said second material is ultrasonically bonded to 
said first material. 

40 

21. The absorbent article of any one of claims 1 to 19 wherein said second material is thermally bonded to said first 
material. 

22. The absorbent article of any one of claims 1 to 19 wherein said second material is adhesively bonded to said first 
45 material. 

23. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said separation means (18) has two distinct por- 
tions, an upper portion (20) which functions to direct body fluid downward, in the z direction, away from said cover, 
and a lower portion (22) which functions to disperse body fluid in the x and y directions to enable said f tutd to con- 

50 tact a larger area of said absorbent. 

24. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said separation means contains at least two dis- 
tinct materials, one of said materials being spunbond. 

55 25. The absorbent article of any of the preceding claims wherein said separation means is a laminate comprised of 
spunbond joined to hydroentangled fluff. 

26. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said second material is bonded to said absorbent. 
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27. The absorbent article of any one of the preceding claims wherein said second material (92) overlaps a portion of 
said first material (90). 

Patentanspruche 

5 

1. Saugf&higer Artikel (10, 54, 78, 100, 136) mit einem Absorbens (12, 58, 84, 106, 138), elner Abdeckung (24, 60, 
86, 1 10, 140) mit zwei Komponenten, die das Absorbens mindestens teilweise umschlieBt, und einem Trennmittel 
(18, 72, 98, 120, 144) zur Regulierung der Dispersion von KCrperfluid weg von der Abdeckung mit zwei Komponen- 
ten, 

w dadurch gekennzeichnet daB 

die Abdeckung (24) mit zwei Komponenten ein erstes Material (26) mit dadurch hindurch ausgebildeten Offnungen 
(28) und ein nicht mit Offnungen versehenes zweites Material (30) aufweist. welches an mindestens einem Teil des 
SuBeren Randes des ersten Materials (26) befestigt (32, 34) ist. und das Trennmittel (18) zur Regulierung der 
Dispersion von Kdrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der Abdeckung (24) mit zwei Komponenten zur Ver- 

15 fflgung gestellt ist, wobei das Trennmittel mit dem ersten Material (26) direkt in BerQhrung und zwischen dem 
ersten Material (26) und dem Absorbens angeordnet ist. 

2. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 1 , bei dem das erste Material (26) entlang der Langsmittelachse des Absor- 
bens (12) ausgerichtet ist. 

20 

3. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei dem das Absorbens (12) eine erste Oberfiache (14) und eine 
langs verlaufende Mittelachse aufweist; die Abdeckung (24) mit zwei Komponenten mindestens die erste Oberfia- 
che (14) des Absorbens umschlieBt, wobei das zweite Material (30) an dem ersten Material (26) befestigt ist; und 
Trennmittel (18) zur Regulierung der Dispersion von Kdrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der Abdeckung 

25 (24) mit zwei Komponenten, zur Verfugung gestellt sind, wobei die Trennmittel zwischen dem ersten Material (26) 
und der ersten Oberfiache (14) des Absorbens (12) angeordnet sind und entlang der langs verlaufenden Mittel- 
achse des Absorbens ausgerichtet sind. 

4. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei dem die Abdeckung (86) mit zwei Komponenten das Absorbens 
30 (84) mindestens teilweise umschlieBt wobei die Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten ein mit Offnungen versehenes 

erstes Material (90), welches entlang der Langsmittelachse des Absorbens ausgerichtet ist, und ein nicht mit Off- 
nungen versehenes zweites Material (92) aufweist; und die Trennmittel (98) zur Regulierung der Dispersion von 
KOrperf luid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten, zur VerfOgung gestellt sind, 
wobei dieTrennmittei zwischen dem ersten Material und dem Absorbens angeordnet und an dem ersten Material 
35 befestigt sind. 

5. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei dem die Abdeckung (140) mit zwei Komponenten das Absor- 
bens (138) mindestens teilweise umschlieBt, wobei die Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten ein mit Offnungen ver- 
sehenes erstes Material (146), welches entlang der Langsmittelachse des Absorbens ausgerichtet ist, und ein 

40 nicht mit Offnungen versehenes zweites Material (148) aufweist; und die Trennmittel (144) zur Regulierung der 
Dispersion von KOrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten, zur VerfO- 
gung gestellt sind, wobei die Trennmittel zwischen der Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten und dem Absorbens 
angeordnet und sowohl an dem ersten (146) als auch dem zweiten (148) Material befestigt sind. 

45 6. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei dem die Abdeckung (24) mit zwei Komponenten ein Netzmate- 
rial (26) mit zwischen sich schneidenden Strangen befindlichen Offnungen (28), welches entlang der Langsmittel- 
achse des Absorbens (12) ausgerichtet ist. und ein nicht mit Offnungen versehenes zweites Material (30) aufweist, 
welches an mindestens einem Teil des auBeren Randes des ersten Materials befestigt ist; und die Trennmittel (20) 
zur Regulierung der Dispersion von KOrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der Abdeckung mit zwei Kbm- 

50 ponenten, zur Verfugung gestellt sind. 

7. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, der des weiteren eine f lussigkeitsundurchias- 
sige Sperrschicht (44, 62, 88, 112, 142) aufweist. 

55 8. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche 1 bis 7, bei dem das Absorbens (12) eine erste 
Oberfiache (1 4), welche dem Trennmittel (18) zugewandt ist, und eine zweite Oberfiache (16), welch gegenuber- 
liegend zur ersten Oberfiache (14) ausgerichtet ist, aufweist, und unter der zweiten Oberfiache (16) eine flussig- 
keitsundurchiassige Sperrschicht (44) angeordnet ist, welche zusammen mit der Abdeckung (24) das Absorbens 
umschlieBt 
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9. Saugfahiger Artikd gemaB Anspruch 7 oder 8. bei dem 

a) das Absorbens (100) distal beabstandete Enden (102, 104) und eine langs verlaufende Mittelachs auf- 
weist, wobei das Absorbens eine erste und eine zweite Oberflache aufweist, welche gegenOberliegend ausge- 
richtet sind. wobei die erste Oberf lache mindestens einen darin ausgebildeten Langskanal aufweist; 

b) die Abdeckung (110) mit zwei Komponenten mindestens die erste Oberf lache des Absorbens (106) 
umschlieBt, wobei die Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten ein erstes Material (114), welches eine Mehrzahl von 
dadurch hindurch ausgebildeten Offnungen (118) aufweist und so dimensioniert ist, daB es sich zumindest 
zwischen den distal beabstandeten Enden (1 02, 1 04) des Absorbens erstreckt, und ein nicht perfbriertes zwei- 
tes Material (116) aufweist welches an dem ersten Material (114) befestigt ist; 

c) die Trennmittel (120) zur Regulierung der Dispersion von KSrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der 
Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten zur Verfugung gestellt ist, damit das Fluid rasch durch das Absorbens auf- 
nehmbar ist, wobei das Trennmittel zwischen dem ersten Material (114) und der ersten Obertlache des Absor- 
bens angeordnet ist und entlang der langs verlaufenden Mittelachse des Absorbens ausgerichtet ist; und 

d) die flussigkeitsundurchlassige Sperrschicht (112) benachbart zu der zweiten Obertlache des Absorbens 
angeordnet ist 

10. Saugfahiger Artike! gemaB Anspruch 7 oder 8, bei dem: 

a) das Absorbens (12) distal beabstandete Enden und eine langs verlaufende Mittelachse aufweist, wobei das 
Absorbens eine erste und eine zweite Oberflache aufweist, welche gegenOberliegend ausgerichtet sind; 

b) die Abdeckung (24) mit zwei Komponenten mindestens die erste Oberflache des Absorbens umschlieBt. 
wobei die Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten eine Folie (26) mit einer Mehrzahl von dadurch hindurch ausge- 
bildeten Offnungen (28), wobei die Folie urn die langs verlaufende Mittelachse ausgerichtet ist und mindestens 
zwischen den distal beabstandeten Enden (42) des Absorbens verlauft. und eine nicht peribrierte Vliesbahn 
(30) aufweist welche an der Folie (26) befestigt ist und damit kooperiert; 

c) die Trennmittel (18) zur Regulierung der Dispersion von KOrperfluid zu dem Absorbens (12) zur VerfOgung 
gestellt sind, wobei die Trennmittel (18) zwei verschiedene Bereiche aufweisen, einen oberen Bereich (20), 
welcher dazu dient, KOrperf luid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten zu 
leiten, und einen unteren Bereich (22), welcher dazu dient, Kdrperfluid nach auBen, in x- und y-Richtung zu 
leiten, damit das Kdrperfluid mit einem grOBeren Bereich des Absorbens in Beruhrung bringbar und rasch auf- 
nehmbar ist, wobei die Trennmittel zwischen dem ersten Material (26) und der ersten Oberflache des Absor- 
bens angeordnet sind; und 

d) die flussigkeitsundurchlassige Sperrschicht (44) benachbart zu der zweiten Oberflache des Absorbens (12) 
angeordnet ist. 

1 1 . Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 7 oder 8, bei dem: 

a) das Absorbens (12) eine erste und eine zweite Oberflache, welche gegenOberliegend angeordnet sind, und 
eine langs verlaufende Mittelachse aufweist; 

b) die Abdeckung (24) mit zwei Komponenten mindestens die erste Oberflache des Absorbens umschlieBt, 
wobei die Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten einen extrusionsbeschichteten Vliesstoff (26) mit einer Mehrzahl 
von dadurch hindurch ausgebildeten Offnungen (28), wobei der extrusionsbeschichtete Vliesstoff (26) urn die 
langs verlaufende Mittelachse ausgerichtet ist und mindestens zwischen den distal beabstandeten Enden des 
Absorbens verlauft und eine nicht perforierte Vliesbahn (30) aufweist, welche an dem extrusionsbeschichte- 
ten Vliesstoff (26) befestigt ist und damit kooperiert; 

c) die Trennmittel (18) zur Regulierung der Dispersion von Kdrperfluid zu dem Absorbens zur Verfugung 
gestellt sind, wobei die Trennmittel zwei verschiedene Bereiche aufweisen, einen oberen Bereich (20), welcher 
dazu dient, Kdrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, zu leiten, und einen unteren Bereich (22), welcher dazu 
dient Kdrperfluid nach auBen, in x- und y-Richtung zu leiten, damit das Kdrperfluid mit einem grOBeren 
Bereich des Absorbens in Beruhrung bringbar und rasch aufnehmbar ist, wobei die Trennmittel benachbart zu 
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der ersten Oberfiachedes Absorbens angeordnet und entlang der langs verlaufenden Mittelachse ausgerich- 
tet sind; und 

d) die flussigkeitsundurchiassige Sperrschicht (44) benachbart zu der zweiten Oberfiache des Absorbens 
angeordnet ist. 

12. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 7 oder 8, bei dem eine flOssigkeitsdurchiassige Abdeckung (60) mit zwei 
Komponenten zusammen mit der Sperrschicht (62) das Absorbens (58) umschlieBt. wobei die Abdeckung mit zwei 
Komponenten eine thermoplastische Folie (69) mrt einer Mehrzahl von dadurch hindurch ausgebildeten Offnungen 
(66), wobei die Folie entlang der langs verlaufenden Mittelachse des Absorbens ausgerichtet ist und einen prima- 
ren fluidaufnehmenden Berelch der Abdeckung mit zwei Komponenten darstellt, und eine nicht perforierte Vlies- 
bahn (68) aufweist, welche zumindest an einem Teil des auBeren Rands der Folie befestigt ist, wobei die Vliesbahn 
einen sekundaren fluidaufnehmenden Bereich der Abdeckung (64) mit zwei Komponenten darstellt; und die Trenn- 
mittel (72) zur Regulierung der Dispersion von KOrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg von der Abdeckung mit 
zwei Komponenten und nach auBen, in x- und y-Richtung zur Verfugung gestellt ist, damit das KOrperfluid mit 
einem grGBeren Bereich des Absorbens in Beruhrung bringbar ist. 

13. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, bei dem es sich bei dem ersten Material urn 
einen Streifen aus mit Offnungen versehener thermoplastischer Folie mit einer Dicke von weniger als etwa 2 Milli- 
meter und einer Breite von mehr als etwa 12 Millimeter handelt, wobei das zweite Material eine Vliesbahn ist. 

14. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, bei dem das Trennmittel sowohl mit dem ersten 
Material als auch dem Absorbens in innigem Kontakt steht. 

15. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, bei dem das Trennmittel mit dem ersten Mate- 
rial verbunden ist, urn dazwischen eine gute Fluidubertragung zu schaffen. 

16. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 14, bei dem das Trennmittel durch Warme und Druck oder durch ein Haftmit- 
tel mit dem ersten Materia! verbunden ist. 

17. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB Anspruch 14, bei dem das Trennmittel durch Ultraschall mit dem ersten Material ver- 
bunden ist. 

18. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche. bei dem das Trennmittel etwa dieselbe Breite 
und Form wie das erste Material aufweist. 

19. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, bei dem das erste Material eine mit Offnungen 
versehene thermoplastische Folie und das zweite Material eine Vliesbahn ist, wobei die Vliesbahn mit mindestens 
einem Teil des auBeren Randes des thermoplastischen Films verbunden ist. 

20. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, bei dem das zweite Material durch Ultraschall 
mit dem ersten Material verbunden ist. 

21. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 bis 19, bei dem das zweite Material thermisch mit dem ersten 
Material verbunden ist. 

22. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der Anspruche 1 bis 19, bei dem das zweite Material mittels Haftmittel mit dem 
ersten Material verbunden ist. 

23. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden AnsprOche, bei dem das Trennmittel (18) zwei verschie- 
dene Bereiche aufweist, einen oberen Bereich (20), welcher dazu dient, KOrperfluid nach unten, in z-Richtung, weg 
von der Abdeckung zu leiten, und einen unteren Bereich (22), welcher dazu dient, KOrperfluid in x- und y-Richtung 
zu leiten, damit das Fluid mit einem grGBeren Bereich des Absorbens in Beruhrung bringbar ist. 

24. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, bei dem das Trennmittel mindestens zwei ver- 
schiedene Materialien enthait, wobei eines der Materialien spinngebunden ist. 

25. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, bei dem es sich bei dem Trennmittel um ein 
Laminat aus Spinnvlies, welches mit hydroverschlungenem Flaum verbunden ist, hand It. 
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26. SaugfShiger Artikel gemSB einem der vomergehenden AnsprOche, bei dem das zweite Material mit dem Absor- 
bens verbunden ist 

27. Saugfahiger Artikel gemaB einem d r vomergehenden Anspruch , bei dem das zweite Material (92) einen Bereich 
5 des ersten Materials (90) uberlappt. 

Revendlcations 

1. Article absorbant (10, 54, 78, 100, 136) comprenartt un absorbant (12, 58, 84, 106, 138), une enveloppe k deux 
10 composants (24, 60, 86, 1 1 0, 1 40) enfermant au moins partiellement ledit absorbant et des moyens de separation 

(18, 72,98, 120, 144) pour la maTtrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel a recart de ladite enveloppe k deux com- 
posants, 

caracteris6 en ce que 

ladite enveloppe k deux composants (24) comprend un premier materiau (26) presentant des ouvertures 
is traversantes (28) et un second materiau non perfore (30) f ix6 (32, 34) k au moins une portion de la peripheric ext6- 
rieure dudit premier materiau (26) et en ce que lesdits moyens de separation (18) sont pr6vus pour la maTtrise de 
la dispersion de fluide corporel vers le bas, dans la direction z, k l'6cart de ladite enveloppe k deux composants 
(24), lesdits moyens de separation etant en contact direct avec ledit premier materiau (26) et dispose entre ledit 
premier materiau (26) et ledit absorbant. 

20 

2. Article absorbant selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel ie premier materiau (26) est align6 le long de I'axe central 
longitudinal dudit absorbant (12). 

3. Article absorbant selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel I'absorbant (12) a une premiere surface (14) et un axe 
25 central longitudinal ; I'enveloppe k deux composants (24) enferme au moins ladite premiere surface (14) dudit 

absorbant, ledit second materiau (30) etant fix6 audit premier materiau (26) ; et des moyens de separation (18) 
sont prevus pour la maTtrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers le bas, dans la direction z, k recart de ladite 
enveloppe k deux composants (24), lesdits moyens de separation etant disposes entre ledit premier materiau (26) 
et ladite premiere surface (14) dudit absorbant (12) et etant align6s le long dudit axe central longitudinal dudit 
30 absorbant. 

4. Article absorbant selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel ladite enveloppe k deux composants (86) enferme au 
moins partiellement ledit absorbant (84), ladite enveloppe k deux composants comprenant un premier materiau 
perfor6 (90) aligne le long dudit axe central longitudinal dudit absorbant et un second materiau non perfore (92) ; 

35 et lesdits moyens de separation (98) sont prevus pour la maTtrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers ie bas, 
dans la direction z, a recart de ladite enveloppe k deux composants, lesdits moyens de separation etant disposes 
entre ledit premier materiau et ledit absorbant et fixes audit premier materiau. 

5. Article absorbant selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel ladite enveloppe k deux composants (1 40) enferme au 
40 moins partiellement ledit absorbant (138), ladite enveloppe k deux composants comprenant un premier materiau 

perfore (146) aligne le long de I'axe central longitudinal dudit absorbant et un second materiau non perfore (148) ; 
lesdits moyens de separation (144) etant prevus pour la maTtrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers le bas, 
dans la direction z, k recart de ladite enveloppe k deux composants. lesdits moyens de separation etant disposes 
entre ladite enveloppe k deux composants et ledit absorbant et fixes k la fois audit premier (146) et audit second 
45 (148) materiaux. 

6. Article absorbant selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel ladite enveloppe k deux composants (24) comprend 
un materiau en filet (26) presentant des ouvertures (28) disposees entre des f ils s'entrecroisant et qui est aligne le 
long de I'axe central longitudinal dudit absorbant (12) et un second materiau non perfore (30) fixe k au moins une 

so partie de la p6riph6rie ext6rieure dudit premier materiau ; et en ce que des moyens de separation (20) sont prevus 
pour la maTtrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers le bas, dans la direction z. k recart de ladite enveloppe k 
deux composants. 

7. Article absorbant selon Tune quelconque des revendications prec6dentes, comprenant en outre un deflecteur 
55 impermeable aux liquides (44, 62, 88, 1 1 2, 1 42). 

8. Article absorbant selon Tune quelconque des revendications prec6dentes 1 k 7, dans lequel ledit absorbant (12) 
presente une premiere surface (14) tournee vers lesdits moyens de separation (18) et une seconde surface (16) 
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alignee k I'oppose de ladite premiere surface (14), et en ce que, sous ladite seconds surface (16), est positionne 
un def lecteur impermeable aux tiquides (44) qui coop&re avec ladite enveloppe (24) pour enfermer ledit absorbant. 

9. Article absorbant selon la revendication 7 ou 8, dans lequel : 

a) ledit absorbant (100) a des extremites espacees distalement (102, 104) et un axe central longitudinal, ledit 
absorbant ayant une premiere et une seconde surfaces opposees et alignees, au moins un canal longitudinal 
etant form6 dans ladite premiere surface ; 

b) ladite enveloppe k deux composarrts (110) enferme au moins ladite premiere surface dudit absorbant (106), 
ladite enveloppe k deux composants comprenant un premier materiau (114) ayant une plurality d'ouvertures 
traversantes (118) et dimensionne pour s'etendre au moins entre lesdites extremites espacees distalement 
(102, 104) dudit absorbant, et un second materiau non perform (1 16) fix6 audit premier materiau (114); 

c) lesdits moyens de separation (120) sont pr6vus pour la maitrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers le 
bas, dans la direction z, k recart de ladite enveloppe k deux composants pour permettre audit fluide d'etre rapi- 
dement absorbe par ledit absorbant, lesdits moyens de separation etarrt places entre ledit premier materiau 
(114) et ladite premiere surface dudit absorbant et 6tant alignes le long dudit axe central longitudinal dudit 
absorbant ; et 

d) ledit defiecteur impermeable aux liquides (1 1 2) est place adjacent k ladite seconde surface dudit absorbant. 

10. Article absorbant selon la revendication 7 ou 8, dans lequel : 

a) ledit absorbant (12) a des extremites espacees distalement et un axe central longitudinal, ledit absorbant 
ayant une premiere et une seconde surfaces opposees et alignees ; 

b) ladite enveloppe k deux composants (24) enferme au moins ladite premiere surface dudit absorbant, ladite 
enveloppe k deux composants comprenant un film (26) pr6sentant une plurality d' ouvertures traversantes 
(28), ledit film etant aligne le long dudit axe central longitudinal et s'etendant au moins entre lesdites extr6mit6s 
espacees distalement (42) dudit absorbant, et une nappe non tissee non perfbree (30) f ixee k, et cooperant 
avec ledit film (26) ; 

c) lesdits moyens de separation (18) sont pr6vus pour la mattrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers ledit 
absorbant (12), lesdits moyens de separation (18) ayant deux portions distinctes, une portion sup6rieure (20) 
qui agit pour diriger le fluide corporel vers le bas, dans la direction z, k I'ecart de ladite enveloppe k deux com- 
posants, et une portion inferieure (22) qui agit pour diriger le fluide corporel vers I'exterieur, dans les directions 
x et y, pour permettre audit fluide corporel de venir en contact avec une plus grande surface dudit absorbant 
et d'etre rapidement absorbe, lesdits moyens de separation etant disposes entre ledit premier materiau (26) et 
ladite premiere surface dudit absorbant ; et 

d) ledit defiecteur impermeable aux liquides (44) est dispose adjacent k ladite seconde surface dudit absorbant 
(12). 

11. Article absorbant selon la revendication 7 ou 8, dans lequel : 

a) ledit absorbant (12) presente une premiere et une seconde surfaces opposees et alignees et comporte un 
axe central longitudinal ; 

b) ladite enveloppe k deux composants (24) enferme au moins ladite premiere surface dudit absorbant, ladite 
enveloppe k deux composants comprenant un non-tisse enduit par extrusion (26) presentant une piuraiite 
d'ouvertures traversantes (28) ledit non-tiss6 enduit par extrusion (26) etant aligne le long dudit axe central lon- 
gitudinal et s'etendant au moins entre les extr6mites espac6es distalement dudit absorbant, et une nappe non 
tissee non perfor6e (30) f ix6e k, et cooperant avec ledit non-tisse enduit par extrusion (26) ; 

c) lesdits moyens de separation (1 8) sont prevus pour la maTtrise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers ledit 
absorbant, lesdits moyens de separation ayant deux portions distinctes, une portion superieure (20) qui agit 
pour diriger le fluide corporel vers le bas, dans la direction z, et une portion inferieure (22) qui agit pour diriger 
le fluide corporel vers I'exterieur, dans les directions x et y, pour permettre audit fluide corporel de venir en con- 
tact avec une plus grande surface dudit absorbant et d'etre rapidement absorbe, lesdits moyens de separation 
etant disposes adjacents k ladite premiere surface dudit absorbant et alignes le long dudit axe central longitu- 
dinal ; et 

d) ledit defiecteur impermeable aux liquides (44) est dispose adjacent k ladite seconde surface dudit absor- 
bant. 

12. Article absorbant selon la revendication 7 ou 8, dans lequel une enveloppe k deux composants permeable aux 
liquides (60) coopere avec ledit defiecteur (62) pour enfermer ledit absorbant (58) ladite enveloppe k deux compo- 
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sants comprenant un film thermoplastique (69) presentant une plurality cPouvertures traversantes (66) ledlt film 
etant aligne le long de I'axe central longitudinal dudit absorbant et constituant une region primaire receptrice de 
f luide de ladite enveloppe a. deux composants, et une nappe non tissue non perfbree (68) f ixee k au moins un por- 
ti n de la peripherie exterieure dudit film, ladite nappe non tisse constituant un regi n secondair receptrice de 
5 fluide de ladite enveloppe k deux composants (64) ; et lesdits moyens de separation (72) sont prevus pour la mai- 
trise de la dispersion de fluide corporel vers le bas, dans la direction z, k I'ecart de ladite enveloppe a deux com- 
posants, et vers I'exterieur, dans les directions x et y, pour permettre audit fluide corporel de venir en contact avec 
une seconde surface dudit absorbant. 

10 13. Article absorbant selon Tune des revendications precedentes, dans lequel ledit premier materiau est une bande de 
film thermoplastique perfore ayant une epaisseur inferieure k environ 2 mm et une largeur superieure k environ 12 
mm, ledit second materiau etant une nappe non tissee. 

14. Article absorbant selon Tune quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separa- 
15 tion sont en contact intime k la fois avec ledit premier materiau et ledit absorbant. 

15. Article absorbant selon Tune quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separa- 
tion sont lies audit premier materiau pour assurer un bon transfert de fluide errtre eux. 

20 16. Article absorbant selon la revendication 14, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separation sont lies thermiquement 
sous pression audit premier materiau ou k I'aide d'un adhesif. 

17. Article absorbant selon la revendication 14, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separation sont lies par ultrasons audit 
premier materiau. 

25 

18. Article absorbant selon quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separation ont 
approximativement la m§me largeur et la m§me forme que ledit premier materiau. 

19. Article absorbant selon i'une quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel ledit premier materiau est 
30 un film thermoplastique perfore et ledit second materiau est une nappe non tissee. la nappe non tissee etant liee 

k au moins une portion de la peripherie exterieure dudit film thermoplastique. 

20. Article absorbant selon Tune quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel ledit second materiau est lie 
par ultrasons audit premier materiau. 

35 

21 . Article absorbant selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 & 19, dans lequel ledit second materiau est lie ther- 
miquement audit premier materiau. 

22. Article absorbant selon I'une des revendications 1 a 19, dans lequel ledit second materiau est lie par adhesrf audit 
40 premier materiau. 

23. Article absorbant selon Tune quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separa- 
tion (18) component deux portions distinctes, une portion superieure (20) qui agit pour diriger le fluide corporel 
vers le bas, dans la direction z, k i'ecart de ladite enveloppe et une portion inferieure (22) qui agit pour disperser le 

45 fluide corporel dans les directions x et y pour permettre audit fluide de venir en contact avec une plus grande sur- 
face dudit absorbant. 

24. Article absorbant selon I'une quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separa- 
tion renferment au moins deux materiaux distincts, Tun desdrts materiaux etant un materiau lie au filage. 

50 

25. Article absorbant selon Tune quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel lesdits moyens de separa- 
tion sont constitues d'un stratifies forme d'un materiau lie au filage reuni k un duvet enchevetre hydrauliquement. 

26. Article absorbant selon i'une quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel ledit second materiau est lie 
55 audit absorbant. 

27. Article absorbant selon I'une quelconque des revendications precedentes, dans lequel ledit second materiau (92) 
chevauche une portion dudit premier materiau (90). 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG. 8 
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